
26 

Criteria Expanded guiding questions 

1. Base child/student
protection policy

• Does a child protection policy exist? Identify the policy by name and provide the universal resource locator (URL), document
identification details, date of publication, date the policy was last updated and total number of pages in the policy.

• Is there a navigable pathway to the policy from the school system home page? Record the pathway from the home page to the policy,
and the number of steps involved.*

• Does the home page search feature locate the policy using the terms ‘child protection’, ‘student protection’ or ‘child abuse’ within the
first five to 10 hits?*

• Can the policy be downloaded as a single document?*
• Does the policy need to be read in conjunction with other documents? If so, identify these documents by title and record the number of

pages in each document.*
• What specific guidance is provided for situations of suspected institutional abuse? Identify section numbers and page numbers to

pinpoint where this information is provided. Record broad categories of information provided.*
• Is the teaching of child sexual abuse prevention education specified in the policy? Insert representative quotes and sources (including

section number and page number).
• What related documents are listed? Record the total number of documents listed and record the titles of the documents most relevant to

child protection.

2. Specific policy on child
sexual abuse
prevention education

• Is there a specific policy on child sexual abuse prevention education? Identify the policy by name and provide the URL, document
identification details, date of publication, date the policy was last updated and total number of pages in the policy.

• Does the policy specify evidence-based approaches? List any research cited in the policy. Does the policy specify updating in response to
new research?*

• Does the policy address the potential for child sexual abuse to occur in child-related institutions (such as schools) by individuals employed
by or otherwise engaged by the institutions, and by other children within the institutions? If so, describe.*

• Is child sexual abuse prevention education optional or compulsory? Describe the approach.*
• If compulsory, how do schools report on compliance? Describe the reporting mechanisms.*

3. Location in the
curriculum

 Is child sexual abuse prevention education named in the primary school curriculum?

 Where is child sexual abuse prevention education located in the primary school curriculum (that is, which parts of the school curriculum
relate to child sexual abuse prevention education)? Indicate if this is explicit or implicit. Nominate learning areas/subjects, strands and
learning outcomes.

 What recommendations are made for specific programs or for the timing, frequency or intensity of sexual abuse prevention education?*

 What recommendations are made for personnel in the teaching of child sexual abuse prevention education (for example, who will teach
it and why; what qualifications or expertise are required)?*

4. Inclusion, relevance
and cultural sensitivity*

 What strategies are recommended for schools and/or teachers in differentiating the teaching of child sexual abuse prevention education
for different groups of children (for example, for children of different ages and genders, children of diverse cultural backgrounds including
refugee and asylum-seeking backgrounds, Australian Indigenous children, children with disabilities, children in out-of-home care, and
same-sex attracted and gender-questioning children)?*

 Are curricula and/or programs presented in languages other than English? If so, indicate which language(s).*

Excerpted from Australia Royal Commission Audit of Primary School Sexual Abuse Policy and Curriculum. Available in full from 
www.childabuseroyalcommission.gov.au (Research Reports, Walsh, Brandon, Kruck, 12/2017)

Table 1.1: Policy and curriculum audit matrix (Version 3) 

https://www.childabuseroyalcommission.gov.au/sites/default/files/file-list/research_report_-_audit_of_primary_school-based_sexual_abuse_prevention_policy_and_curriculum_-_prevention.pdf
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5. Curriculum support  What curriculum support is provided to schools and/or teachers in the teaching of child sexual abuse prevention education?

 Which specific programs or materials are suggested for use?*

 What agencies are involved in providing child sexual abuse prevention curriculum support to teachers? Are contractual or other
arrangements in place?*

 Do materials and resources acknowledge the potential for institutional child sexual abuse to occur and provide support for teaching
about this?*

6. Pedagogical support  Is training specified in the child protection policy?

 What training is provided to school staff in the teaching of child sexual abuse prevention education? Describe training provisions,
formats, duration and frequency.*

 Which specific internal/external training agencies are involved and how?*

 Which specific training programs or materials are used and why?*

 Are contractual or other arrangements in place between school systems and other agencies (for example, preferred providers) for the
delivery of staff training? If so, describe.*

7. Assessment and
evaluation*

 Is student learning in child sexual abuse prevention education assessed? If so, how (for example, are children’s knowledge, skills or
behavioural changes measured)? Describe.

 Has the child sexual abuse prevention education/curriculum been evaluated? If so, who conducted the evaluation? When? What
approach was used? What data were collected and from whom? Was follow-up evaluation conducted?*

 Were evaluation findings implemented?*

8. Information for parents
and communities

 Is there a parent navigation tab visible on the website home page?*

 Is information is provided to parents about institutional responses to child sexual abuse, including processes for reporting known or
suspected institutional child sexual abuse?*

 Is information publicly available to parents and/or communities about child sexual abuse prevention education delivered at school?
Describe.*

 What information is directed towards parents specifically about their involvement in child sexual abuse prevention education?*

 Is parental permission required for children’s participation in child sexual abuse prevention education at school? If so, how? Describe.
9. Information for

children and young
people*

 Is there a student navigation tab visible on the website home page?*

 What information is provided to children and young people about institutional responses to child sexual abuse, including processes for
reporting known or suspected institutional child sexual abuse?*

 What information is provided to children and young people about child sexual abuse prevention education delivered at school (for
example, is information publicly available to children and young people)? Describe.*
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10. Partnerships with
community services
and agencies

 What reference is made in policy and procedures documents (for child protection, child sexual abuse prevention and/or mandatory
reporting) to partnerships with support-based external agencies or community services for referrals arising from the teaching of child
sexual abuse prevention in schools?*

 What reference is made on departmental or diocesan websites to partnerships with support-based external agencies or community
services for referrals arising from the teaching of child sexual abuse prevention in schools?*

 What reference is made by departments or dioceses, in submissions to the Royal Commission, to partnerships with support-based
external agencies or community services for referrals arising from the teaching of child sexual abuse prevention in schools?*

 What agencies are nominated to receive referrals in relation to child sexual abuse?*

 Are the agencies predominantly government or non-government agencies?*

 Are the agencies nominated of direct relevance to child sexual abuse, prevention education, disclosures, or counselling support?*

* Indicates change from original.
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	Catholic Education Diocese of Toowoomba 
	Catholic Education Diocese of Townsville 
	Victoria Diocesan Schools 
	Catholic Education Office Ballarat 
	Catholic Education Melbourne 
	Catholic Education Office, Diocese of Sale 
	Catholic Education Sandhurst 
	Australian Capital Territory Diocesan Schools 
	Archdiocese of Canberra and Goulburn Catholic Education Office 
	Northern Territory Diocesan Schools 
	Catholic Education Office, Diocese of Darwin 
	South Australia Diocesan Schools 
	Catholic Education South Australia which encompasses schools in the Catholic Archdiocese of Adelaide, and the Diocese of Port Pirie. 
	Tasmania Diocesan Schools 
	Tasmanian Catholic Education Office 
	Western Australia Diocesan Schools 
	Catholic Education Office of Western Australia which encompasses schools in the Catholic Dioceses of Broome, Bunbury, Geraldton, and the Catholic Archdiocese of Perth. 

	Criteria 8: Information for parents and communities
	State and Territory Departments of Education 
	Australian Capital Territory, Education and Training Directorate 
	New South Wales, Department of Education and Communities 
	Northern Territory, Department of Education 
	Queensland, Department of Education, Training and Employment 
	South Australia, Department of Education and Child Development 
	Tasmania, Department of Education 
	Victoria, Department of Education and Early Childhood Development 
	Western Australia, Department of Education 
	New South Wales Diocesan Schools 
	Catholic Schools Office, Armidale 
	Catholic Education Office, Bathurst 
	Catholic Schools Office, Diocese of Broken Bay 
	Catholic Schools Office, Lismore Diocese 
	Catholic Schools Office, Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle 
	Catholic Education Office, Diocese of Parramatta 
	Catholic Education Office, Sydney 
	Catholic Education Office, Diocese of Wagga Wagga 
	Catholic Education Diocese of Willcania-Forbes 
	Catholic Education Office, Diocese of Wollongong 
	Queensland Diocesan Schools 
	Catholic Education Archdiocese of Brisbane 
	Catholic Education Diocese of Cairns 
	Catholic Education Diocese of Rockhampton 
	Catholic Education Diocese of Toowoomba 
	Catholic Education Diocese of Townsville 
	Victoria Diocesan Schools 
	Catholic Education Office Ballarat 
	Catholic Education Melbourne 
	Catholic Education Office, Diocese of Sale 
	Catholic Education Sandhurst 
	Australian Capital Territory Diocesan Schools 
	Archdiocese of Canberra and Goulburn Catholic Education Office 
	Northern Territory Diocesan Schools 
	Catholic Education Office, Diocese of Darwin 
	South Australia Diocesan Schools 
	Catholic Education South Australia which encompasses schools in the Catholic Archdiocese of Adelaide, and the Diocese of Port Pirie 
	Tasmania Diocesan Schools 
	Tasmanian Catholic Education Office 
	Western Australia Diocesan Schools 
	Catholic Education Office of Western Australia which encompasses schools in the Catholic Dioceses of Broome, Bunbury, Geraldton, and the Catholic Archdiocese of Perth 

	Criteria 9: Information for children and young people
	State and Territory Departments of Education 
	Australian Capital Territory, Education and Training Directorate 
	New South Wales, Department of Education and Communities 
	Northern Territory, Department of Education 
	Queensland, Department of Education, Training and Employment 
	South Australia, Department of Education and Child Development 
	Tasmania, Department of Education 
	Victoria, Department of Education and Early Childhood Development 
	Western Australia, Department of Education 
	New South Wales Diocesan Schools 
	Catholic Schools Office, Armidale 
	Catholic Education Office, Bathurst 
	Catholic Schools Office, Diocese of Broken Bay 
	Catholic Schools Office, Lismore Diocese 
	Catholic Schools Office, Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle 
	Catholic Education Office, Diocese of Parramatta 
	Catholic Education Office, Sydney 
	Catholic Education Office, Diocese of Wagga Wagga 
	Catholic Education Diocese of Willcania-Forbes 
	Catholic Education Office, Diocese of Wollongong 
	Queensland Diocesan Schools 
	Catholic Education Archdiocese of Brisbane 
	Catholic Education Diocese of Cairns 
	Catholic Education Diocese of Rockhampton 
	Catholic Education Diocese of Toowoomba 
	Catholic Education Diocese of Townsville 
	Victoria Diocesan Schools 
	Catholic Education Office Ballarat 
	Catholic Education Melbourne 
	Catholic Education Office, Diocese of Sale 
	Catholic Education Sandhurst 
	Australian Capital Territory Diocesan Schools 
	Archdiocese of Canberra and Goulburn Catholic Education Office 
	Northern Territory Diocesan Schools 
	Catholic Education Office, Diocese of Darwin 
	South Australia Diocesan Schools 
	Catholic Education South Australia which encompasses schools in the Catholic Archdiocese of Adelaide, and the Diocese of Port Pirie. 
	Tasmania Diocesan Schools 
	Tasmanian Catholic Education Office 
	Western Australia Diocesan Schools 
	Catholic Education Office of Western Australia which encompasses schools in the Catholic Dioceses of Broome, Bunbury, Geraldton, and the Catholic Archdiocese of Perth. 

	Criteria 10: Partnerships with community services and agencies
	State and Territory Departments of Education 
	Australian Capital Territory, Education and Training Directorate 
	New South Wales, Department of Education and Communities 
	Northern Territory, Department of Education 
	Queensland, Department of Education, Training and Employment 
	South Australia, Department of Education and Child Development 
	Tasmania, Department of Education 
	Victoria, Department of Education and Early Childhood Development 
	Western Australia, Department of Education 
	New South Wales Diocesan Schools 
	Catholic Schools Office, Armidale 
	Catholic Education Office, Bathurst 
	Catholic Schools Office, Diocese of Broken Bay 
	Catholic Schools Office, Lismore Diocese 
	Catholic Schools Office, Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle 
	Catholic Education Office, Diocese of Parramatta 
	Catholic Education Office, Sydney 
	Catholic Education Office, Diocese of Wagga Wagga 
	Catholic Education Diocese of Willcania-Forbes 
	Catholic Education Office, Diocese of Wollongong 
	Queensland Diocesan Schools 
	Catholic Education Archdiocese of Brisbane 
	Catholic Education Diocese of Cairns 
	Catholic Education Diocese of Rockhampton 
	Catholic Education Diocese of Toowoomba 
	Catholic Education Diocese of Townsville 
	Victoria Diocesan Schools 
	Catholic Education Office Ballarat 
	Catholic Education Melbourne 
	Catholic Education Office, Diocese of Sale 
	Catholic Education Sandhurst 
	Australian Capital Territory Diocesan Schools 
	Archdiocese of Canberra and Goulburn Catholic Education Office 
	Northern Territory Diocesan Schools 
	Catholic Education Office, Diocese of Darwin 
	South Australia Diocesan Schools 
	Catholic Education South Australia which encompasses schools in the Catholic Archdiocese of Adelaide, and the Diocese of Port Pirie. 
	Tasmania Diocesan Schools 
	Tasmanian Catholic Education Office 
	Western Australia Diocesan Schools 
	Catholic Education Office of Western Australia which encompasses schools in the Catholic Dioceses of Broome, Bunbury, Geraldton, and the Catholic Archdiocese of Perth. 
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